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The purchase of supplemental materials to fill our identified “gaps” seems to be a topic 

of conversation across the school district. We have purchased a few supplements at this 

point and have defined a process of identifying and procuring additional materials that 

will be most effective in providing quality instruction for specific PEs. Since we have two 

groups working on the math initiative in the district we intend to utilize both resources 

as communication links for recommendations of supplemental instructional materials.  

We asked the MCATs (Mathematics Curricular Action Teams) on Monday, November 4th 

to make recommendations for specific gaps, if they had them, for review and possible 

purchase.  We will next survey teachers as to what they have used in the past to fill the 

“gaps” that, based on data, show evidence of improved student learning. “One mark of 

schools that make headway on the achievement gap appears to be their propensity to 

promote and organize conversations based in evidence of student progress” (DuFour, 

see Supplemental Materials (Continued on page 3) 
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The first window for the Math Benchmark Assessment (MBA) was scheduled to begin 

next Monday for the elementary schools and the following week for the secondary 

schools.  However, we have decided to postpone these dates.  The publisher, contracted 

by OSPI, has not released our district’s version of the MBAs so we cannot print the nec-

essary documents.  We are hopeful to get them sometime the next week or two.  How-

ever, in consultation with building administrators earlier this week, we have decided to 

postpone the first assessment window until the week of December 6-10, 2010. 

OSPI also informed us last month that they do not plan on publishing Spanish or Rus-

sian versions of the MBA for this window so we will not assess district students in kinder-

garten through third grade during the new December window (Grades 4-8, Algebra 1, 

see MBA Update (Continued on page 3) 

Special Points of Interest: 

● We have a process for 

selecting and procuring 

supplemental materials. 

● Math Benchmark Assess-

ment window has been 

altered. 

● See  reports of our pro-

gress from all three 

MLAT subcommittees: 

Core Math Program, 

High-Quality Math In-

struction, Assessment 

System, & Intervention 

Program. 

My MLAT Notes: 

Kathy’s Key Computations 

 T h e  B u s h m a n  B r a c k e t 
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After reviewing the tasks that address the identified gaps 

in our mathematics system we found that some tasks have 

already been completed.  A clear vision for mathematics in 

Pasco School District was developed at the last MLAT 

meeting with input from the entire group (see the mission 

statement on all math documentation).  Our subcommittee dis-

cussed the task that addressed effectively using data from 

quality assessments to help guide differentiated instruction. 

Benchmarks have been identified and the assessment win-

dow has been shared with mathe-

matics teachers. 

An assessment subcommittee has 

been established, as well.  There-

fore, we discussed the need to 

move the tasks of creating district-

wide common assessments, devel-

oping common targeted assess-

ments for each grade level, and 

identifying a facilitator for each 

grade level to the assessment sub-

committee or the MCAT group. 

Finally, we discussed providing all 

classrooms with a consistent struc-

tured block of differentiated and 

balanced mathematical instruc-

tion.  We decided that to ensure 

that teachers were confident in their materials, curriculum 

and powerful teaching strategies that we needed to distrib-

ute a survey.  This subcommittee will be developing a sur-

vey measure at this month’s MLAT meeting to find out 

what the needs of our math teachers are and how we can 

best support them with differentiated professional develop-

ment to attain the highest possible quality of mathematics 

instruction for all our students.  The survey will be dissemi-

nated in the very near future.  

Keep up all your great work.  You are making a profound 

difference in the lives of your students! 

The Core Math Program Subcommittee is very excited and 

delighted to ensure that the math curriculum in the Pasco 

School District will be consistent and coherent throughout 

our mathematics continuum. We believe that the hard work 

of our fantastic, dedicated Pasco teachers will increase 

student achievement. During the last meeting, our commit-

tee discussed who will be responsible for completing the 

work, and a reasonable time frame for completing each 

task. We know that the teachers are excited but expect 

results.  

One of the most important tasks 

underway currently is completing 

the Curricular Guides. However, the 

work done by each MLAT subcom-

mittee, throughout the year, will 

require the Curriculum Guides to 

continually be scrutinized, possibly 

resulting in additional revisions. 

Therefore, a concise and clear plan 

of communication between all 

stakeholders is being established.  

The Core Math Program subcom-

mittee will next work to procure the 

supplemental materials needed by 

each grade level or course via a 

newly developed protocol. One of 

the important considerations will be the Professional Devel-

opment (PD) needs attached to each supplemental item. In 

order to establish the PD needed, we are creating a ques-

tionnaire tool that will be administered to all faculty mem-

bers. After the results are analyzed, key trainers will be 

identified, scheduled, and a calendar for Professional De-

velopment will be established. One of the suggestions was 

to utilize the first Wednesday of the month for district-wide 

math trainings. Once the supplemental items are selected, 

through the above mentioned protocol, Kathy will order the 

items and notify the appropriate MCAT so the Curricular 

Guide can be modified appropriately. 

Core Math Program High-Quality Math Instruction 
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Geometry, & Algebra 2 only will be assessed). With this 

change and the new window’s proximity to our winter 

break, please do not plan on getting your disaggregated 

data back until early January 2011. 

We appreciate your flexibility with this necessary modifi-

cation to our assessment plan.  By adjusting the window 

we will still get data to make instructional decisions and 

also ensure our assessment system is ready for the Febru-

ary MBA window. 

MBA Update (Continued from page 1) 

DuFour, Eaker & Many, 2006). Once we have identified 

materials we will have the MLAT (Mathematics Leadership 

Action Team), including our instructional coaches, review 

and make recommendations. Degen and I will then priori-

tize the purchases based on equity for all mathematics 

teachers in the district, address the most significant gaps 

first, determine the intensity of professional development 

involved with the materials and take into consideration 

budgetary constraints. Some of the purchases are possibly 

“basic” materials, such as certain types of manipulatives, 

that will involve very little, if any training.  Those can and 

will be purchased quickly and distributed to classroom 

teachers.  Others may involve a little more professional 

development in order to utilize most effectively.  The goal 

of this process is to get materials into teachers’ classrooms 

as quickly as we can. 

Supplemental Materials (Continued from page 1) 

The Assessment System subcommittee is working to as-

certain what assessment measures are currently being 

used at each grade throughout the school district. The 

benefit of an effective assessment system informs our 

stakeholders of students’ progress, both “for learning”  and 

“of learning.”  Rick Stiggins claims, “If assessments of 

learning provide evidence of achievement for public report-

ing, then assessments for learning serve to help students 

learn more.  The crucial distinction is between assessments 

to determine the status of learning and assessments to 

promote greater learning” (see Assessment Crisis: The Absence of 

Assessment FOR Learning). A coherent assessment system in-

cludes summative, formative, and interim assessments; 

diagnostic tools; universal screenings; and allows for pro-

gress monitoring.  

We encourage all teachers, working close with all mem-

bers of their PLCs, to continue using and discussing stu-

dent data as they make instructional decisions. 

Assessment System Intervention System 
The MLAT Intervention Subcommittee is working on the 

task of defining, analyzing and developing an intervention 

system for math students throughout the district. The ob-

jective is to provide research-based intervention materials 

at appropriate times to use systemically, meeting students 

where they are and assisting them with the requisite 

knowledge and skills.  At the same time providing profes-

sional development to use the materials and understand 

the intervention system. The Intervention System subcom-

mittee is investigating how other districts with similar 

demographics to Pasco respond to intervention; a visit to 

Walla Walla is now being planned. We also need to find out 

what is currently being used at each school in our district. 

“We have reason to 
believe Bingleman is 
an irrational number 
himself.” 


